Acinic cell carcinoma of the parotid gland: Auckland experience and literature review.
Acinic cell carcinoma is an uncommon malignancy of the salivary glands and as such it has been difficult to accurately delineate its natural history. The aim of this study is to assess the behaviour of acinic cell salivary cancer of the parotid gland presenting to a single head and neck surgical unit in Auckland. The study is a structured review of cases of acinic cell carcinoma of the parotid gland presenting from 2000 to 2006 to the Head and Neck Unit at Auckland Hospital, those identified from the pathology database and the Otobase head and neck database. Case records and pathology reports were reviewed. Fifteen patients were identified, 9 men and 6 women. The mean age was 67.2 years, with range 50-85 years. The mean follow up was 4.4 years and range 1.1-7 years. There was one case of local recurrence during study period and no deaths. Five of 15 patients received postoperative radiotherapy. Postoperative complications consisted of one wound haematoma and two cases of marginal mandibular weakness (one transient and one permanent). Current management strategies are obtaining appropriate rates of recurrence and postoperative complications within the Auckland population.